
SHALOM  REFLECTIONS                  February   2002                        Ciaran F.Kane SJ 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
25 Monday                                                                          MONDAY,  2nd WEEK of LENT 
  

                                                                      Daniel  9: 4-10                   
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
Like other prayers that appear in the bible, it has echoes of other parts of scripture too.  
Daniel’s prayer is a confession of faith,  a recognition of God’s greatness and love,  an 
admission of sin and sinfulness on behalf of himself and of all his people,  an 
acceptance of shame before the Lord,  and a plea for the mercy and pardon that  God 
alone can give.  As in this time of Lent we listen to the scriptures and study them,  let our 
reading or hearing lead, like Daniel’s,  into prayer from the heart to Him who speaks in 
and through these words.  The words of Daniel’s prayer are simple and direct,  and very 
suitable for anyone’s personal use,  and not only during Lent.  For we can all truthfully 
say that we have sinned,  that we haven’t really listened to God’s servants who’ve 
spoken to us in His name,  in the scriptures and in our community of Christian faith. 
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God our Father, teach us humility to acknowledge our sins,  grant us the trust to ask 
your pardon and forgiveness,  and give us grace to be attentive to your word. 
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